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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

MISSOULA, JULY (00) -- An all-time high in summer college attendance
is in the making at Montana State Uhiversity this year, according to
Leo Smith, MSU Registrar, who reported that University registration is
now pushing the 1,500 mark.

Additional registrations are expected before

the end of the quarter and the final figure may be in the neighborhood
of

1 ,600,he

said.

The steady trend toward increased registrations at MSU in recent
summer sessions is due to at least four factors, according to
E. A. Atkinson, director of the session.

There is a noticable movement

toward seeking education beyond the college graduate level; the excellence
of the MSU summer teaching staff has been an undoubted magnet for many;
an increasing number of high school graduates from the

1959

spring crop

are getting a running start on their college careers, and the climate
and scenery of western Montana are strong contributing factors, he said.
In connection with the latter phase, the Public Service Division, operating
as an adjunct to the Summer College, has reported capacity registrations
for its various weekend scenic tours to adjacent national parks and
recreation areas.
Atkinson noted that over a span of the past few years, the summer
college enrollment increase at MSU has been at a rate that is three times
the national average for other summer colleges.
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